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trade afterward; or whether she can live without
it? If she finds she cannot live without it, it is
her prudence to consider in time, and so to acquaint
herself with the trade, that she may be able to do it
when she comes to it.

I do confess there is nothing more ridiculous
than the double pride of the ladies of this age, with
respect to marrying what they call below their birth.
Some ladies of good families, though but of mean
fortune, are so stiff upon the point of honour, that
they refuse to marry tradesmen, nay, even mer-
chants, though vastly above them in wealth and for-
tune, only because they are tradesmen, or, as they are
pleased to call them, though improperly, mechanics ;
and though perhaps they have not above five hun-
dred or a thousand pounds to their portion, scorn
the man for his rank who does but turn round, and
has his choice of wives, perhaps with two, three,
or four thousand pounds before their faces.

But this stiffness of the ladies in refusing to
marry tradesmen, though weak in itself, is not near so
weak as the folly of those who, first stooping to marry
thus, yet think to maintain the dignity of their
birth, in spite of the meanness of their fortune;
and so carrying themselves above that station in
which Providence has placed them, disable them-
selves from receiving the benefit which their condi-
tion offers them, upon any subsequent changes of
their life.

Upon the whole then, the wives of tradesmen
ought to consider, that the very hour they embark
with a tradesman, they are entering into a state of
life full of accidents and hazards ; that innumerable
families, in as good circumstances as theirs, fall
every day into disasters and misfortunes, and that a
tradesman's condition is liable to more casualties
than any other life whatever.
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